REMARKS 

Applicants respectfully request that the above-identified application be reexamined. 

The March 19, 2007, Office Action ("Office Action") allowed Claims 35-41. Claims 15- 
17, 20-21, 26-32, and 34 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 5,303,151 (Neumann). Claims 1, 2, and 14 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as 
being anticipated by U.S. Patent Publication No. 2003/0101044 (Krasnov). Claims 3-13, 18-19, 
22-25, and 33 were objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim but indicated to be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 

Applicants appreciate the allowance of Claims 35-41. While applicants respectfully 
disagree with the rejection of Claims 15-17, 20-21, 26-32, and 34 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) and 
the rejection of Claims 1, 2, and 14 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e), in order to advance the prosecution 
of this application, Claims 3, 18, 19, and 33 have been rewritten in independent form. 

More specifically, Claim 3 has been canceled and the subject matter thereof added to 
independent Claim 1, the claim from which Claim 3 depended. Thus, Claim 1 is now Claim 3 
rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim (Claim 1) and any 
intervening claims (none). Claim 18 has been canceled and the subject matter thereof added to 
independent Claim 15, the claim from which Claim 18 depended. Thus, Claim 15 is now Claim 
18 rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim (Claim 5) and 
any intervening claims (none). Further, Claim 19 has been rewritten in independent form as new 
Claim 42. Claim 42 includes the recitations of Claim 15, the independent claim from which 
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Claim 19 depended and the subject matter of Claim 19. Claim 33 has been canceled and the 
subject matter thereof added to independent Claim 26, the claim from which Claim 33 depended, 
as well as the subject matter of intervening Claims 28, 29 and 33. Thus, Claim 26 is now 
Claim 33 rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim (Claim 
26) and any intervening claims (Claims 28, 29, and 32). Hence, applicants submit that 
independent Claims 1,15, and 26 and 42 are allowable. 

In addition, applicants submit that Claims 2 and 4-14, all of which now depend directly 
or indirectly from allowable independent Claim 1, are also allowable. Further, applicants submit 
that Claims 16-17, and 19-22, all which now depend directly from allowable independent 
Claim 15, are also allowable. Still further, applicants submit that Claim 27, 30-31, and 34, all of 
which now depend directly or indirectly from allowable independent Claim 26, are also 
allowable. 

In view of the foregoing amendments and remarks, applicants respectfully submit that the 
present application is now in condition for allowance. Consequently, early and favorable action 
passing this application to issue is respectfully solicited. If the Examiner has any further 
questions, the Examiner is invited to contact applicants' attorney at the number set forth below. 




Respectfully submitted, 

CHRISTEKSEN O'CONNOR 
JOHNSON KINDNESS 1 ^ 



.Gary S. Kindnes/ 
Registration No. 22,178 
Direct Dial No. 206.695.1702 
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